THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

29 December 2008

The General Synod will
have its first opportunity
to consider draft legisla-
tion enabling women to
become bishops in the
Church of England in
February, having given in
principle agreement to
the shape of the legisla-
tive package in July. The
Legislative Drafting
Group on Women in the
Episcopate, chaired by
the Rt Rev Nigel
McCulloch, Bishop of
Manchester, has today
published its further re-
port and drafts of a
Measure and associated
Amending Canon, to-
gether with an illustrative
draft Code of Practice
and an Explanatory
Memorandum.

“We have published our
further report at the
earliest opportunity to
give everyone the
chance to study it before
debate. We finished our
discussions only just
before Christmas,” said
the Rt Rev Nigel
McCulloch, Bishop of
Manchester.

“The General Synod
mandated us to draft a
Measure including
special arrangements,
within existing structures,
for those unable to re-
ceive the ministry of
women bishops and to
do that in a national code
of practice.

We believe we have
achieved that by provid-
ing for male complemen-
tary bishops, as we sug-
gested in our earlier
report, and now hand our
work to the Synod to dis-
cuss the drafts in detail.”

In its further report, the
Drafting Group notes that
lifting the legal obstacles
to the consecration of
women bishops would be
achieved by clause 1 of
the draft Measure. The
remainder of the draft
Measure sets out legisla-
tion drafted to accord
with the mandate given
by the General Synod
last July that “special
arrangements be avail-
able within the existing
structures of the Church
of England for those who
as a matter of theological
conviction will not be
able to receive the minis-
try of women as bishops
or priests” and that those
arrangements “should be
contained in a statutory
national code of practice
to which all concerned
would be required to
have regard”. The draft
Measure provides for
such arrangements,
which include — as fore-
shadowed in the illustra-
tive draft Measure circu-
lated in July - provision
for male ‘complementary
bishops’ to whom author-
ity to provide episcopal
ministry would be
delegated by diocesan
bishops.

The accompanying Sum-
mary of Decisions of the
most recent meeting of
the House of Bishops
[HB(08)M4] acknowl-
edges that the House
would continue to have a
special responsibility for
seeking to help the
Church of England,
through the legislative
process, come to a con-
clusion that built trust
and that enabled as
many people as possible,
as loyal Anglicans, to
remain members of the
Church of England, not-
withstanding their differ-
ing theological convic-
tions on this issue. Indi-
vidual bishops would be
able to lend their support
to attempts to amend the
draft legislation during
the revision process.

The further report and
drafts of a Measure and
associated Amending
Canon, together with an
illustrative draft Code of
Practice and an Explana-
tory Memorandum, can

be read on the web at:
www.cofe.anglican.org/info/
papers/womenbishopsdebate/

furtherreport.
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Every Wednesday morning in the Church there is a /w%

Communion Service at 9.30 a.m. followed by Tea & ;
Coffee. 74
You can buy homemade cakes, browse through the
Traidcraft catalogue, we have some products on M
sale, but best of all take time to chat.

e,

See you there!

Little Angels
Toddler Group

Wednesday afternoons
during term time 1.00 -3.00 pm

During term-time

Girlguiding
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Dear Friends

What a good year 2008 was for St Andrew’s
as a whole. As we look back the excitement
and pleasure we experienced:

Rob, Rod and Hayley were all selected for
training for their different ministries and are
now on their courses; The first three years of
Ministry Leadership Teams was completed,
with evidence of so much happening in
St Andrew’s that would never have been
possible without those teams and so many
skills learnt by the four leaders and now the
new leaders have been selected and are
beginning to build on what's gone before;
Marie was ordained Priest with the other
deacons — such an honour to host it in St
Andrew's - and the celebration meal after-
wards; The generous gifts at Easter-time to
help with the guttering work.

A
S
EPIPHANY

lGoa’, made manifest

The excellent social and fellowship events:
the Barbecue, the Harvest Supper, the MU
Strawberry Supper. The growth in the
Wednesday Communion and Coffee Morn-
ing. The monthly Saturday Coffee Mornings.

The new monthly Bible Study on the third
Wednesday and so on.

What would you add to the list, | wonder?

There has been sadness and disappoint-
ments at times, too, especially for individu-
als, but always many things to give thanks
for to God and as we count our blessings, so
we are reminded more and more of how
good our God is.

So, enjoy your memories and challenges
faced in 2008 and go into the New Year
determined to love God with all your heart
and soul and mind and strength and your
neighbour as yourself and then you will
know even more of God’s blessings in 2009.

A Happy and Blessed New Year to you all




Whenever St Andrew’s Famine Fund (STAFF)
meets, it is always a time of mixed emotions for
me — on the one hand, it is a joy and a privilege
to get together as a group and decide to allocate
some money to needy causes; but on the other
it is sobering and often sad that we know how
vast the problem is, and what small chisels we
have to try and chip away at it.

There seems to be an endless supply of worthy
causes and crises from around the World when-
ever we watch the news — so much so that we
are in danger of becoming immune or desensi-
tised to the problems facing others — almost as if
what we see on the news is not real.

| am encouraged though when | think of the time
when Mother Teresa was told by a journalist that
“surely you realise what you are doing is just a
drop in the ocean” — Mother Teresa thought for a
moment and then replied, “Ahh — but the ocean
is full of drops”.

Sir Cliff Richard also spoke recently on his chari-
table giving, and of coming to terms with the fact
that even with the money he has, there is a limit
to what he is able to do. So with words of
wisdom from these two people, let's look at what
we, the people of St Andrew’s have achieved
over the last year.

After discussion at the most recent meeting, it
was agreed to make the following donations:

Total giving £1800.

Whilst regular giving this year (2008) has been
lower than previous years, we feel this is under-
standable given all the other demands that have
been made on the congregation over the last
year — to which there has been an overwhelming
and generous response, the appeal for the gut-
tering, and the laptop to name but two. It is
amazing that even in such financially hard times,
St Andrew’s continues to be so supportive and
generous to people less fortunate than our-
selves.
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As a committee STAFF will always be prudent
and as cautious as possible in making sure that
money donated goes to charities whose admini-
stration costs are kept to a minimum, and whose
work reaches people in desperate situations —
most often lacking the bare essentials of
existence such as water.

If you would like to give a regular amount to St
Andrew’s Famine Fund, however small, it would
be immensely welcome — please see any of the
STAFF members for details on how to do this.

For further information on the charities that have
benefitted from donations, please see the links
below.

With grateful thanks

Rob Kean,

on behalf of St Andrew’s Famine Fund.
http://www.worldvillages.org/

http://www.teso.org.uk

http://www.hopeandhomes.org/

http://www.thefalconertrust.org/

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/

http://www.congochildrentrust.org/

http://www.tfsr.org/ (Tools for self reliance)

http://www.itdg.org/ (Practical Action)

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/specials/ti

mes_appeal/article5303820.ece (Times Appeal -

Elephant Pump)
http://www.bahay-ng-pag-asa.org/ (House of

Hope, Bahay NG Pag Asa)
http://www.msf.org/ (Medicines Sans Frontieres)

Tl

The fan-heater under the cassock idea
proved not to be such a good one
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Holy Trinity Church Hall
Herman Hill E18 1QQ

on Tuesday 6th January 8.00pm

Come and listen to Guest speaker Canon Andrew White Anglican Chaplain
in Baghdad

An opportunity to hear this prophetic speaker talking about the life and experiences
in Irag. Admission £2: towards his ministry in Baghdad.
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Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your wonderful messages of support as | get used to living in
Great Baddow. The flowers from 'Alongside, the Care Team and MU are still thriving in
my living room as | write this, and the cards which you have sent or given me fill every sur-
face it is possible to find!!.

With the help of 'Jane' (sat-nav) | am gradually finding my way around the area, and of
course, it is wonderful to have Kirsty and Laura "popping in" from school, and Jackie able
to do so on her way back from work.

As some of you know, | have two cats--Sparky (black and white), and Cassy (tortoiseshell)
and after church at St. Andrews on 4th December | decided that they should be 'let-out’
into their new garden for the first time. Fortunately this went well and imagine my surprise
when, having shut them both in again, on looking out of my front window, | thought that
Sparky had somehow accomplished his 'Houdini' act once again and had got out. How-
ever, after checking | found that he has a 'double’--the only difference being that Sparky

There are so many things that | will miss by not being at St Andrews, naturally after having
worshipped in my beautiful church for most of my life , but | can honestly say that during
these last few years with Rosemary and John, and now Marie, | have been nurtured
through some of the saddest, yet happiest and fulfilling days of my time with you all.

The hugs, the smiles, the fellowship and goodwill, the privilege of being licensed to give
Communion, together with all the wonderful meetings for M U, Alongside, Bible Study at
the Vicarage and the Care Team (which | am so pleased will continue with Sally leading
it). The so faithful prayers, firstly when | lost my beloved Arthur, and then when my eye
trouble happened--yes--I could go on and on, but I'm sure you have experienced so many
yourselves.

| believe Our Lord has led me here, once again to be useful in other ways, and that He
watches over us all, wherever we may be--that in Fellowship with Him--our Gracious,
Wonderful Saviour--we are always only a prayer away from each other.

My God bless you all, always,
With love, Betty Usher.
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Christingle 2008 - A huge thank you from the
Children’s Society for your generosity.

The collection at the Christingle Service was
£280 from the candles and envelopes-well
done everyone.

Maggie Smith.

Thank you to all who made Christmas so special at
church this year not least the different Christmas trees
from groups and individuals. They raised £68.06
(which offsets the large tree cost and part of the cost
of printing the Christmas cards for the parish) thank
you to all who took part.

Rosemary

St Andrew’s Branch
our next meeting, on Thursday 29th January 2009

will be our (short) AGM, followed by hearing the Desert Island Discs
of our Guest Speaker
Duncan Paterson .

Do come to our first meeting of the year and join us in a glass of wine/soft drinks and ‘nibbles’
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Well a few minutes into our 10.00-2.00 shift
and it seemed as if Christmas lunch would
not be happening. There were 18-20
guests, who had been in residence since
Christmas Eve, but no turkeys were cook-
ing, no Christmas veggies, no sign of
preparations at all. In the dining area there
were no tables laid, no Christmas decora-
tions—what was going on?

Then all was well as Christmas lunch
arrived with the rest of the ‘volunteers’ at
the Redbridge Night Shelter at about 10.30
just as we were beginning to panic. The
organisers, in fact, and they had brought
most of the food with them, with only the
veggies to cook from scratch. The rest was
pre-prepared, tinned or frozen and would
be ready in no time at all. Whew!

The two double ovens were switched on to
receive stuffing (two sorts), potatoes,
sausages and trays for the parsnips. |
sorted through the fridge for the hidden
goodies and rinsed the prawns for the
starter. Ale set to peeling parsnips to pop
into boiling water. An electric carving knife
made short shrift of two pre-cooked turkey
crowns. Tinned ham was also sliced to
supplement the meal, later there were the
sprouts to prepare and carrots to cook too.

Volunteers found tablecloths, Christmas
placemats, napkins and Christmas Crack-
ers and laid out the cutlery and added con-
diments, pickles and sauces to the tables—
soon the dining-room was looking festive.

A Christmas cake was cut and put out,
along with satsumas, nuts and crisps in the
drinks area, to stave off any hunger pangs
whilst the smell of cooking drifted out from
the kitchen. All were demolished by the
guests in no time at all.

Ale learnt how to make Marie Rose sauce
for the prawn cocktail starter, and had soon
shred the lettuce. Twenty two portions were
plated up and the search was on for
paprika to sprinkle over the top to complete
the dish. Jugs of gravy were prepared for
the main event. Everything was ready on
time.
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The guests were assembled and gifts were
given out—an assortment of warm scarves,
gloves and pull-on hats emerged from the
Christmas wrapping paper. When everyone
was seated, crackers were pulled and party
hats donned. Once the starter was eaten,
plates were collected and the first of many
washing and drying-up sessions began.
Plates were loaded with turkey, ham,
sausages, stuffing and roast potatoes while
the veggies, parsnips, sprouts and carrots,
were taken round and served at the tables.
Once the guests had eaten their main
course the staff were served their Christ-
mas dinner, whilst the guests enjoyed the
next course.

Pudding consisted of a choice of trifle,
chocolate log or piping hot Christmas
pudding, all with or without cream. Hot
mince pies were placed along the table for
guests to help themselves. After yet more
washing-up Ale and | helped ourselves to a
portion of the remains of the puddings and
joined the few guests still at the tables
ploughing their way through second and
third helpings of trifle and/or mince pies.
Although we had found time to drink tea,
grab a sandwich, pull crackers and don
party hats, this was our first chance to stop
and sit down.

In the kitchen the rest of the washing and
clearing up still needed to be done ready
for the next shift and the evening buffet so it
was soon back to work. My last job was
clearing and re-setting the tables and
sweeping the floor in the dining room. We
finally signed out of our 10-2.00 shift at
3.15! Would we do it again? Ale has signed
up as a volunteer for a shift once a month,
so the answer must be yes.
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Dear Prayer Partner
Feliz Navidad

Well | have just arrived back in Northern
Ireland and after almost two years away it
is good to be back home. | came back via
New York to spend a week with Metro
Ministries, a church that reaches around
20,000 children a week, in inner city New
York. It was great to be there and see what
they do, and also to get some new ideas to
take back to Paraguay with me. The foun-
der, Bill Wilson is a real inspiration, and it
is amazing to see the difference one life,
completely committed to God, can make. |
brought home some resources that | will
adopt for use in Paraguay.

Before leaving Paraguay there was a lot
going on for the end of year and Christmas
activities, especially as it is now summer
holidays from school. We took some of the
children on a day out to a river which is the
highlight of the year for them: others had a
bouncy castle followed by special things to
eat.

55

It was good to see the joy and the smiles
of the children. In the new area where we
are working-Ramonita, the children of
Ramonita and Villa Alta did a nativity play.
Lots of parents and other children came,
and heard the ‘Good News’ of Jesus
coming as Saviour, and some people gave
their lives to Him.

| will be in Northern Ireland until the 23rd
January, when | travel back to Paraguay
via the Eastbourne Children’s Missionary
Training Conference. | hope you have a

God Blessed Christmas and New Year and
thank you all for your support during the
year.

Churches ‘uniquely placed to help people
through recession’

Churches can play a unique and strategic role

in helping people through the recession. That

is Stewardship Money’s message to the forth-

coming Christian Resources Exhibition

(CRE) at Westpoint, Exeter this month (29 - 31
Jan 2009).

'‘When people fall off the financial cliff, debt
advice agencies only have time to pick up the
pieces,' explains Richard Talbot of Stewardship
Money, a Christian financial support services
charity. 'In these troubled times we can help
prevent them ever reaching the cliff edge."

Here is a brief overview of the scale of the UK
debt problem.

* 298 people a day are being declared insol-
vent or bankrupt

* Unemployment increased by 1,522 people
every day during the three months to the end
of September 2008

* 121 properties a day are being repossessed

* The Citizens Advice Bureau dealt with 4,760
debt problems every day during the past 12
months

* More than one in 10 borrowers have missed
payments on their mortgage, credit card or
personal loan in the past six months

* More than one fifth of UK households are
now struggling to pay their bills

* The number of people who spend more than
they earn each month has risen to nearly 5.3
million

Please if you need, or know anyone, that
needs debt advice contact one of the FREE
agency.

You do not have to pay for debt advice

Ed: If your local Citizen’s Advice Bureau is
overwhelmed, try the National Debt helpline or
checkout Martin Lewis’s website which has a
huge amount of information. There are mes-
sage boards that have tips form others who
have been there before you. Don't ignore it.
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Tens of thousands turn to Church of England for credit crunch advice and prayer

As the financial situation across the globe worsens, tens of thousands are continuing
to turn to online prayer and advice provided by the Church of England. The credit
crunch was the biggest news story of 2008 - often the main item in television and
newspapers reports. For how to get help, visit www.cofe.anglican.org/debt/.
For prayers for the crisis, visit www.cofe.anglican.org/prayers/
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

180 Wanstead Park Road,
lIford, IG1 3TR.

020 8924 1264
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Why not try tennis?
Your local tennis club

Cranbrook Castle

in St. Georges Road , can help you.
We have membership vacancies for all ages & standards - from absolute beginner to expert.
Group coaching for beginner adults is on Thursday from 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
A ‘Parent and Child’ group is on Sundays from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.
Improver Adults are coached on Mondays 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
Children are coached on Saturday Mornings.
Young beginners at 9.30am to 10.30am.

Older children 10.40am to 11.40am.
There are also midweek groups for children.

Individual coaching is also available.
Racquets are provided—all you need is a pair of tra  iners.
Interested??
Call Dave on 07957 607 507. Please leave a messa ge if there is no answer.
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Methodists welcome the push for the
responsible pricing of alcohol

The British Methodist Church has wel-
comed calls from MPs to set minimum
prices on alcoholic drinks.

The recent report from the Home Affairs
Select Committee ‘Policing in the 21st
Century’ highlights the serious problems of
alcohol-related crime and anti-social behav-
iour. It calls for an end to ‘happy hours’,
supermarket loss-leading promotions, and
the introduction of minimum sale prices for
alcohol. (Alcohol was 69% more affordable
in 2007 than it was in 1980.)

The Methodist Church has a long tradition
of promoting abstinence and moderate
drinking as a way of tackling the problems
alcohol causes. A spokesman said: ‘John
Wesley railed against cheap gin in the
18th century because of its devastating
impact on the lives of the most vulnerable
people. The Methodist Church today is
urging the Government to move towards
imposing minimum prices for alcohol and
ending irresponsible promotions by retail-
ers.’

0-0-0-0-0-0-0

New ‘Partners in World Development’
website

A new website has been launched to help
link up the Church of England's extensive
national network of local campaigners on
world development issues to help amplify
the Church's voice on crucial global topics.

The 'Partners in World Development' site,
www.wdanetwork.org.uk  provides par-
ishes with up-to-date information on issues
such as trade justice, debt relief and
climate change. It also provides profiles of
many Church of England dioceses, with
overviews of the projects they have under-
way and details of their link dioceses over-
seas.
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Start the New Year with a purpose

At the start a New Year in an uncertain
world we all need hope! However Christian
hope is not simply wishful thinking — hoping
for an economic upturn, or avoidance of
divorce, iliness or disappointment. It looks
to God’s purpose for our lives and world, in
which his kingdom is established and we
are transformed.

Christians should live in such a way that
they raise questions in other people’s
minds. ‘In your hearts honour Christ the
Lord as holy, always being prepared to
make a defence to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you’

(1 Peter 3:15).

But what does such a life look like?

Psalm 121 is a song of hope, in which God
is portrayed as one who watches over us
and protects us on our journey through life.
It also lays out the basis of our hope:

* A lifted head (‘I lift up my eyes to the
hills...”): God uses troubles in our life to
teach us that we cannot help ourselves!

* A God who is in control (‘My help comes
from the LORD..."): True help can only
come from God; the gods who are wor-
shipped on the hill-tops have no power.

* A God who loves us (‘The LORD will keep
you from all harm...”): He will keep you
(mentioned 6 times), so that your feet will
not slip in difficult circumstances.

* A God who is alert (‘The LORD watches
over you’): We can trust in a God who
watches over us at all times and says to us:
‘I am trustworthy. Cast your anxieties on
me. Realise that | care for you, and that |
don't sleep so that you can sleep.’

* An eternal security (‘The LORD will watch
over your coming and going both now and
for evermore’): The psalm is not saying that
God will protect us from all the difficulties or
set-backs we might experience. However,
we can be sure that he will use everything
in our circumstances to further his eternal
purpose in our lives.



Michael Wilson, Director of the
Seamen’s Christian Friend Society,
considers what God might be saying in
the current financial crisis.

Whoops - there goes another billion pounds
or two!

What's a billion pounds between friends,
eh? Have you ever known a time when so
much taxpayers’ money has been spent
rescuing the very institutions that, tradition-
ally, have told US to live within our means?

But perhaps that's the problem: most bank
managers these days have been disguised
salesmen, whose main interest has be-
come persuading us to borrow as much
money as possible.

But the time of reckoning has arrived.

What are Christians to make of it all? Can
we see God’s hand in the economic earth-
quake? It's almost as if the two chapter
prophecy of Haggai has been especially
written for the modern age. The whole
point of a prophecy is that God wants to
rock his people out of complacency. It has
always been thus. Is the Church today (ie,
you and me) in need of a good shake?

Have we been just a little too comfortable -
so much so, that we have neglected our
main reason for existing? Isn’t our first
priority to serve God in gratitude for what
he has done through his Son, Jesus?
Shouldn’t our every waking thought be all
about how we can serve God and, in the
process, serve others? Have we neglected
this?

Haggai's prophecy opens with a call to
build the house of the Lord: Is it a time for
you yourselves to be living in your panelled
houses, while this house remains a ruin?
(1:4). An uncomfortable phrase crops up
twice (1:5 and 1:7): Give careful thought to
your ways. Itis clear that God’s people
were more focused on their own creature
comforts than they were with getting on
with their God-given mission.

Could this be where many of us are today?
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Haggai warns that God is saying: ‘In a little
while | will once more shake the heavens
and the earth, the sea and the dry land. |
will shake all nations...The silver is mine
and the gold is mine...” (2: 6-8). We live in
distressing times. The old economic order
is changing. Is God telling us to change
our priorities?

Perhaps the Christian life should be more
about mission, and less about accumula-
tion; more about serving than being
served; more about listening to God than
telling him what we want. One thing we
can all do: pray that God will speak clearly
through times of turmoil so that we are
ready to let go and simply serve.

Garden Birdwatch 2009

If you love wild birds, here is

your chance to join the RSPB’s 30th Big
Garden Birdwatch, which will be held on
24th and 25th of January. The RSPB are
hoping to make it the biggest Garden Bird-
watch yet.

Taking part is very simple — simply spend
an hour that weekend counting the birds
that you see in your garden or in a local
park. Record the highest number of each
species seen (not flying over) at any one
time.

It's important you don't count all the birds
you see because some birds will return to
your garden many times in the hour. For
example, seeing the same blue tit come
back 10 times does not make for 10 blue
tits!

The RSPB provide a downloadable count-
ing sheet, and offer an online form to help
you send in your results easily.

Please visit: www.rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch/2009/index.asp for details.
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Can you spare some time one morning each week to come to Morning Prayers ? We start at
9.30am and on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday this is just for just half an hour.

On Wednesdays there are prayers followed by Communion, with the church open until
mid-day with coffee or tea and a chance to chat to those who drop in.

If you would like to pay for the flowers at a particular time of year, just for this
year, or for the same week every year in memory of a loved one or in celebration
of a birthday or special occasion please place a donation in an envelope with
your message and give it to Rosemary.
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