THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Proverbs 3 v 5, the verse
chosen for this next year,
2009-2010: Trust in_the

Its why He gave us that
first commandment first. To
love Him with all our

Lord with all your heart

hearts and minds and

and the other half of it
never rely on what you
think you know!

Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, trust in Him
completely — for every-
thing — easy to say, harder
to do and too easy to forget
and carry on in our own
strength, so then too often
we struggle or worry or
feel isolated or unable to
cope, trying to sort things
out ourselves.

He tells us to trust Him for
good reason. He knows
our needs before we tell
Him. He loves us and
wants the best for us and
he longs for us to rely on
Him for everything. ‘Take it
to the Lord in prayer as
one of our hymns said: we
have the offer — we know
He intercedes for us, so
why do we hesitate or just
forget until we're feeing
desperate and then when
we do trust Him again and
reach out to Him, he gives
us that sense of inner
peace. Peace beyond un-
derstanding and we wonder
why we were so worried
and why we waited so long
before trusting Him and
stepping out in faith.

| hope it's something we're
all learning about all the
time. | hope you share with
others times when you have
really trusted Him and how
He's answered you too, as
we can encourage one an-
other then but, of course,
we do know the only way
any of us really learns
about trustisto do it !

souls _and strength  — the
whole of ourselves, be-
cause when we love Him
like that, we will naturally
trust and rely on Him, for
then He will be the centre
for everything we do and
say and our lives and ac-
tions will be blessed be-
cause of it.

Isaiah 40 v 31 reminds us
“Those who trust in the
Lord for help will find
their_strength renewed”
When we follow His way for
us, we are not weary but
fulfiled and energised be-
cause of it, so don't just
start your day with Him — go
on right through to the end
of the day too. We'll all no-
tice the difference, for our
confidence and security will
be based on Him and His
love, not on all the chang-
ing world around us.

You've heard Marion’s re-
port today and | hope
you've read the Churchwar-
dens’ report and the reports
from the groups and organi-
sations, because then you'll
have seen how many
encouraging and good
things have happened dur-
ing the past year. Much of
it has needed us to trust
God more, especially all the
set-backs over the guttering
work and the money for it
but he has answered our
prayers and we do continue
to step out in faith now and
for the future and do ask for
your continuing prayers for
this work, not least that we
will have enough funding
for all that needs to be
done. The scaffolding is

due to start being put up
tomorrow morning!

Lots of good ideas have
been followed up during the
year too, like the decorat-
ing of the church for
Easter with mugs of flowers
and decorated eggs and
chocolate eggs to give
away — SO many were in-
volved and such generosity
shown by you, so thank you
to all involved. The new
Worship _Group  to en-
hance our worship and to
help choose the hymns and
choruses we sing each
week is another one.

We are all working with
Duncan and Carole to build
a Music _Group again for
some services and the first
workshop  will be on
Sunday 3" May after the
service. So we're trusting
God that when we ask you
if you play or have played
an instrument in the past,
you will not be shy or pre-
tend you can't but rather
that you will come with your
violin or flute or any other
instrument and bring a
piece of music or a song
you like to play and Carole
will encourage and work
with you on this.

Meanwhile, those who don’t
play or don’t have an instru-
ment but do have a fairly
good sense of rhythm,
come and join the percus-
sion workshop and have
some fun with drums and
tambourines, etc  with
Duncan to teach you. This
is calling people of all ages
— if you can play we want
you!
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Every Wednesday morning in the Church there is a /w%

Communion Service at 9.30 a.m. followed by Tea & ;
Coffee. 74
You can buy homemade cakes, browse through the
Traidcraft catalogue, we have some products on M
sale, but best of all take time to chat.

e,

See you there!

Little Angels
Toddler Group

Wednesday afternoons
during term time 1.00 -3.00 pm

Girlguiding
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Dear Friends

I’'m writing this on the day after the
scaffolding arrived — the start of
the work on the guttering. At last |
hear some of you saying! It has
been a long wait and preparation
time and many hitches have
occurred on the way but now, thank God, it is on the
way. The men are cheerful and efficient and pleased
with the warm sunshine to work in, so long may that
continue. It has been one of those jobs where the
prices have kept on rising as more work has been
added that needs doing — like the high rise re-pointing
and some work on the roof tiles that have slipped.

The scaffolding is such a large part of the overall
cost, that we don’t want to have to put it up again for
the foreseeable future, so of course it makes sense to
do this extra work now and trust God that there will
be enough money to complete the work. So, if you
feel able, we would be very grateful for any financial
help you can give — do gift aid, which will increase the
amount, and do mark your cheque or envelope
“Guttering Work”. It's not a glamorous job to give to
but it is essential if we want St Andrew’s building to
still be standing and useable in the years to come
and do include those who are doing the work in your
prayers. Thank you.

This month, your new PCC will meet and begin an-
other year working together. Don't forget that if there
are any matters you'd like the Council to discuss, or
ideas you have that you wish we could do or be
involved with as a church, please do speak to one of
the Churchwardens or a member of PCC (list given
elsewhere in this magazine) or a member of Clergy
and they’ll bring it up for you.

There were lots of thank-yous given at the Annual
Meeting as so much that happens in and through
St Andrew’s would not be possible without all of you
but | know you'd all want to add your thanks to mine
to Marion Lander as she’s completed her six years as
Churchwarden and has stepped down and encour-
aged Simon Smith to stand in her place.

Marion has really grown into the role and been a
wonderful help and support to all of us, as well as
doing many things she never imagined she could —
she’ll be a hard act to follow but | know you'll all give
your encouragement and support to Simon as he
joins lan in this important ministry. We are also
blessed with Leonard and Gary who are willing to
learn ‘the ropes’ as deputies, to be a support and
cover for Simon and lan — what a team — praise the
Lord!

Also this month we’ll be havin% the second of three
services on Stewardship — 17" May, looking at our
God-given talents, find out what gifts He's given to us
and then offering to use them — to take our full part in
the body of St Andrew’s, so that everyone is doing
something to build up the whole.

Do make the verse, chosen at the AGM for this next
year, a central part of your life and know that you'll be
blessed:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart”
(and lean not on your own understanding)

Proverbs 3 v 5.
With love from
Rosemary

We want to learn some new hymns and songs and a
group will help us to do this and help us all to make a
joyful noise for the Lord.

We've renewed our trust in God by having to let our
first group of Ministry Leaders go and do God's
work elsewhere and in other ways and we have seen
Him honouring that trust by giving us three new lead-
ers in Elaine, Hayley and Sally. They, in turn, are
trusting Him for their guidance and the development of
their teams and many of you are part of this next
stage, when we trust God will have many more excit-
ing things for us to do for Him.

The hour of prayer , led by Ken each month, is
continuing to help us to trust that God will speak to us
through music, silence, pictures and His word and it is
much appreciated by those who do attend, so | do
encourage more of you to come and try — it's a
wonderful way of relaxing for an hour!

There are many more examples | could highlight but
they are all there for you to read in the reports, so |
won't repeat them all but | will add my sincere thanks
to you all for trusting myself, Marie and John, as your
ordained leaders, to share God’s ministry in this place
with all of you and thanks to the many who have
grown so much through using their God-given gifts in
SO many ways. So, as it says in the Message Bible for
Proverbs 3 v 5:

“Trust God from the bottom of your heart, don't try to
figure out everything on your own!

Listen for God's voice in

everything you do, everywhere you go.

He's the one who will keep you on track.”

then you all will experience God'’s blessings over and
over again in your lives with Him.
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STEWARDSHIP

In the next three months we will be reconsidering our stewardship through
St Andrew’s for God.

It's about our DISCIPLESHIP — how committed are we? Lip service, or real
commitment to God in every part of our lives?

How do we spend and give?

our Time
our Talents
and our Treasure.

Is it the left-overs or the first fruits of our lives?

Watch out for more details and meanwhile please pray about it, that we may
all be willing to give our whole selves to God — to love Him with all our heatrt,
our mind, our soul, our strength and to love our neighbour as ourselves.

&$' ()&l *

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?

CARETAKING DUTIES FOR THE CHURCH HALL

We are currently losing quite a lot of potential revenue from hiring out the church hall as we have

no caretaker to unlock and lock up after lettings.

We need a rota of people willing to do this on a casual basis, normally on Saturday afternoons/
evenings. Arrangements with the hirer will already have been made and the duties will be as

follow:

arrive at the hall about ten minutes before the letting begins;

collect the refundable deposit, which is made against the premises being left in a clean and

tidy condition and the letting ending on time;
show the hirer the location of the kitchen, toilets and fire escapes;

return approximately fifteen minutes before the end of the letting;

if they leave on time and the premises, including the toilets are clean and tidy, refund the

deposit;
if not, clean/tidy as necessary and retain the deposit;
turn off lights, secure all doors and lock up.

An ex gratia payment will be made for these duties.

If you would be willing to be on a rota to undertake these tasks and in so doing help raise

much-needed funds for the church or would like further details, please contact:

Dave Pank (0208 270 0819), Mike Spencer (0208 554 8838) or Rosemary.
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It sometimes seems as if all we get is bad news! Jobs lost, savings ruined,
friends in trouble, children and young people in danger on our streets.

Recently, to add to our woes the London buses have been carrying the
message that there probably isn't a god! It is surely time for some Good News!
The God of our faith is a God of the living and not of the dead. Life rather than
death has the last word — that is the message of Easter. Nothing is so awful in
our human experience that it cannot be overcome by the strength of love and of
the life that lasts. So we must not give up on hope and let despair into our lives
by the back door. Out of appalling abuse and suffering, and the injustice of indignity of crucifixion
God brought our Lord Jesus to life. Evil took a beating as love overcame the very worst that can
be thrown at it.

In the midst of all the challenges we face today we need to recover the love and the life that
builds genuine neighbourly community life. Surely all of us have had enough of the selfish and
uncaring behaviour that has led us into our present crisis. Bad news! Good News summons us
to faith in what is to come. Easter faith trusts that life is stronger than death, love overcomes
despair and hatred and the truth sets us all free. So let us celebrate some Good News this
Easter!

oLy

John Gladwin
Bishop of Chelmsford
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Christian care for families

Our next meeting is on Thursday 28" May starting at 8 pm, when we will be welcoming Doug
Muncey, a past member of St Andrew’s, who is coming to talk to us about WaterAid.

Doug has recently been awarded an MBE in recognition of his services to this charity.

Everyone is welcome to what promises to be an interesting and informative evening, with plenty
of time after Doug’s talk for tea/coffee and socialising.

Lifts are available. Marion Pank
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SATURDAY 22nd May 10.30 am — 12 noon

is the date for the next

Open to everyone — in the Wilson Room
Time to relax and meet new people, read the papers,
drink tea/coffee and browse on the bring and buy stall.
Do call in and please tell your friends.

@@,« ; pelle COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING
X

Al

@'\\“'

A
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK — 10"/17"" MAY ChristianTiAid

There will be an opportunity to take an envelope or to use the
Count your Blessings form to give something
to help the valuable work of Christian Aid.

(WANTED

§

ONE MUSIC GROUP
of singers and instrumentalists from 7 — 100+years

To start this off again, there are two workshops for an hour
or so after church on Sunday 3" May.

So, if you do play, or have played, an instrument,
please bring it to church with a piece
of music or a song you like playing and
Carole Bowerman will encourage and support you.

And, for those who like rhythm but don’t play an instrument,
why not try percussion — bongo drums and tambourines
and bells to begin with — Duncan will teach you.

Do give this a try and enjoy making music together!

The Drive Methodist Church
Scout and Guide units
are having there annual fund raising plant sale on

Saturday May 9th
10am till 3pm,
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When the
Holy Spirit
( came at
. Pentecost,
.. there was
a noise )7
from the sky -~ .-
which sounded like
( the blowing of a

Lo violent wind
and what looked like

tongues of fire \'
which spread out { L
- 1\,

and touched
each person.
Read Acts 2:1-41

Pentecost Kite
Wind Catcher.
Stick the

kite to

The Holy Spirit > The Holy Spirit card.
lives with us :  helps us to know Cut

and lives in us. > we belong to God | outand
: colour in.

Tie string

: to the bottom.
The Holy Spirit = The Holy Spirit Cutout the
teaches us :  speaks God’s <& bows.

about God : word to us Fold along
: dotted lines

and glue

around

the string. Hang
near a window to
catch the breeze.

e

The Holy Spirit
helps us to tell
others about Jesus

The Holy Spirit
helps us when
we pray
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Poems and Promises to cut out and collect.
Testing
They test us
They say, to find out what we’re learning,
They test us

We know, to find out who’s the best.

They test us

On Mondays and Wednesdays and Fridays,
On Tuesdays and Thursdays we train

For the test.

They test us
On spelling and reading and writing,
They test us on how to subtract and to add.

They test us

On attitude, style and behaviour
They label us

Good, satisfactory or bad.

They tell us
That testing is not so important,
They say we’re all equal whatever we do.

They tell us that test scores and labels don’t matter,
Then test us again
So we know that they do.

Our Father in heaven..\
(Matthew 6:9 NLT)
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This is a brief email to let you all know that after all the years and
months of preparation | finally arrived in Lubumbashi yesterday!

It was great to be welcomed at the airport by a number of the people

| will be working alongside. Back at the Church they had arranged a

brief service of welcome with the Bishop Kasima of Katanga present

(in the middle on the photo attached). There then followed a meal of

chicken, nshima (maize flour mixed into a dough with boiling water), rice and spinach! It
is great to be back to Congolese cooking! They then allowed me to head up to the road
to the aptly named brethren mission guest house 'Rest-a-while' where I'll be staying for
the next 5 months. It was great to be able to unpack my bags and settle in a bit before
crashing out after a 5am start in Nairobi!

The 10 days in Nairobi was really great as | was able to visit a number of different
project there who are working with vulnerable children some of whom are living on the
streets. It was also great to meet the CMS-Africa team who had arranged the induction
programme for me. The time there gave me a chance to reflect and learn from other
projects already involved in similar work.

I was reminded of the joys of Congolese bureaucracy today, as attempting to open a
bank account and retrieve my advanced luggage from the airport have turned out to be
rather complicated procedures and will have to be revisited tomorrow and who knows
maybe the day after?! However despite these frustrations, it is great to be here and
begin the work on the project. We had our first planning meeting today, which was
really encouraging. The Dean of the Cathedral is still fully behind the project and is
encouraging his congregation to get involved.

| do have internet here, however it is dependent on electricity which appears to go off on
a fairly regular basis. It has been off today between 8.30am and 5pm. There are many
more things | could tell you about but I'm going to leave it there just in case the power
goes off again and | miss the chance to get this good news out to you!

| hope you are all well, | look forward to hearing your news. Thanks for all of your
ongoing prayer and support...

It would be great if you could please pray about the following:

that | will continue to settle in well and find a Church | will feel at home in

for finding a good Swabhili teacher or course as soon as possible

the issue of finding a building and/or plot of land to establish the project

for clarity and unity during the ongoing planning meetings and discussions over the
course of the coming weeks

the decisions around purchasing a reliable vehicle to assist with the project

with love
lan

If you know someone that would like to be added, do let me know!

Of course there is also the CCT Facebook group and blog where | hope to add videos and photos.
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Greetings to you all

I would like to say a BIG, BIG thank you to all those people who came to the 10.30am service at
St Andrew’s Church on Easter Sunday and worshiped with us.

My heart was overflowing with JOY and happiness, as the church was almost full of people.
All sharing in the Love of the Spirit with us, as we celebrated, and proclaimed

Jesus' Ascension.

Duncan the choirmaster gave us suburb music that saw people dancing in the spirit of the Risen
Lord. Alleluia.

St Andrew’s Church was the talk of everyone after the service, it felt just like times
| remember from the past, no doubt or fears.

For Great is the Lord And Worthy of Praise (Psaim9 1)
Mavis

St Andrew’s Table Tennis Club
wanting new members

We meet on Wednesday afternoons in the Wilson Room from 2.30
—5.00 pm.

No prior experience necessary
we are a friendly bunch and look forward to seeing you.

Contact: Avril Browne telephone 0208 554 4721 or just turn up!

CUTTING THE GRASS

Only one volunteer so far.

Please can you do just one week (two hours at the most) to keep the
church and vicarage grounds looking good.

Do sign the list and then you pick the time and day to suit you in that
week. Thank you.

Wednesday Evening Communion

starts in Church on Wednesday 6th May at 7.30.

Prayer Hour will follow the
Communion Service
on Wednesday 20th May 8.00 - 9.00
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HELD AS PART OF 10.30 am SERVICE 19" APRIL 2009

PCC REVIEW OF THE YEAR

The PCC has met on alternate months throughout the year with the Standing and Finance
Committee meeting in between. There has been good attendance at all meetings.

The Faculty required for the work to the organ to be done has been obtained from the Diocese
and it is hoped that the repairs will be put in hand before the summer.

The tendering process for the guttering work was carried out and a contractor appointed. The
necessary Faculty has also been obtained. Several grant applications have been made to help
with raising the £128,000 needed and although we have gratefully received some monies by this
method the amounts added up to nowhere near the sum required to do this essential work.
Following an appeal made by Rosemary last March an amount of £18,000 was amazingly raised
by the congregation in the course of a few days. This enabled us to match fund the offer of a
grant from English Heritage of £38,000 and proceed with stage Il of the grant process. We have
additionally needed to draw on funds from the Hall account in order to be in a position to proceed
and it is hoped that this work will start in May of this year.

We have been advised that lottery funding is available for work on community spaces and a
group will be set up in the near future to consider ways of improving the church grounds, incorpo-
rating the planned disabled access ramp, following which an application will be submitted which
hopefully will be successful.

Plans for the stained glass window have been proceeding well and an artist has now been
commissioned. A display showing a draft of the proposed window will be put in church shortly,
together with an indication of the current shortfall in finance. It is anticipated that a template of
the window can be made whilst the scaffolding is in place for the guttering work.

Our financial position will be fully explained through the Treasurer's Report but this has been of
ongoing concern throughout the year, especially with needing to find the monies for the guttering
work. We face a monthly deficit situation and this has resulted in several other proposed
improvements within the church being put on hold. As members will be aware, we aim each year
to give 10% of our income in charitable donations but unfortunately, this year, we have had to
hold back £1,000 of the £2,000 which we proposed to give to CMS, in order to meet necessary
expenditure here.

We were pleased to welcome lan Harvey, our new CMS Mission Partner, to St Andrew’s on 19th
October, when he spoke about the work he is planning to do when he goes to the Congo in April,
working alongside the Anglican Church in setting up a project for street children.

It is planned to hold a Stewardship Campaign later this year and Robin Stevens, who preached at
St Andrew’s a while ago on this topic met with a group recently to discuss this, to give us ideas
and assist with our plans.

Since the beginning of 2007 the PCC had been discussing an independent ecumenical investiga-
tion entitled “Help your Church Grow”, under the leadership of Rod Reid. At the beginning of the
church year Rod summarised these discussions and several of the ideas have been imple-
mented. Recently a small group has been set up to further consider some of the ideas and sug-
gestions made to enhance our worship.

Following a requirement that all churches have a Policy covering Children and Communion, this
was discussed and is now in place.
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In the autumn, the congregation was invited to nhominate leaders for the Ministry Teams, the four
original leaders all stepping down after three years. It was decided to reduce the number of
teams to three, adding “Fellowship” to each of the others as this is relevant to all of the groups.
On 18th January 2009, Rev David Parrott preached at the 10.30 am service and commissioned
the new leaders and their chosen teams: Outreach and Fellowship — Elaine Hobbs, Welcome
and Fellowship — Hayley Morris and Care and Fellowship — Sally Bourdet. All the teams are now
well under way, continuing and building upon the excellent work done by the original groups.

On the 22" June, we were privileged to host the service for the Priesting of Marie Segal, together
with four others by the Bishop of Barking — a memorable service enjoyed by all who came.
During the year, Rod Reid and Rob Kean began training for ordination, Rod moving to
Cambridge with his wife, Miriam, to do the course full time and Rob remaining here for part-time
training. Hayley Morris has also begun training for Reader Ministry.

Acknowledgement and thanks for all the work done by so many people to ensure the smooth
running of St Andrew’s will be given in other reports but we wholeheartedly thank Rosemary and
John and Marie for their hard work, friendship and spiritual leadership throughout the past year.

We are particularly grateful to Rosemary and John for opening up their home, the Vicarage, for
many events during the course of the year — Bible Study, the Parish Barbecue, the MU
Strawberry Supper, the Pancake Evening, the event for newcomers to the church and various
other meetings, always making everyone so welcome and reinforcing the feeling of church family
that has become so evident at St Andrew’s.

Finally, an acknowledgement of the work done by our Churchwardens, Marion Lander and lan
Husbands and Simon Smith, who has been acting as Assistant. In particular, our sincere thanks
are due to Marion, standing down after six years as Churchwarden. The work entailed in this
position is largely unseen and unsung and Marion has carried out her duties and much more than
those required in a willing, cheerful, friendly and efficient manner. We will miss seeing her in this
role but wish her and Cedric every success, happiness and blessing as they make plans to move
away from Redbridge to be nearer their son, daughter-in-law and family in Berkshire. Thank you
Marion for all that you've done.

We give thanks for the past year and pray for wisdom, strength and guidance for the year ahead.

Marion Pank, PCC Secretary
Approved by PCC at meeting of 05.03.09

FINANCIAL REVIEW

Total incoming resources of £138,997 were generated, an increase of £13,839 on last year. Of
these resources, £106,166 was unrestricted, with the remaining £32,831 restricted. Planned
giving (donations by banker's order, cheques, envelope giving, and Give-As-You-Earn)
decreased by £183 to £29,302. Donations and appeals income was £24,398, an increase of
£10,021 on last year (this income included £15,695 raised during the year for the new Church
Guttering Fund, £2,288 for the Organ Restoration Fund, and £2,012 for the Stained Glass
Window Fund). Income tax recoverable on gift aid donations totalled £13,762, an increase of
£4713. Church Hall Lettings (part of the income from church activities) generated £40,646, an
increase of £4,322. The Curate’s house at 49 St Andrews Road continues to be let and gener-
ated a gross annual income of £10,200, an increase of £450.
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Total Resources expended were £100,905, an increase of £16,034 on last year. Resources
expended included the diocesan parish contribution (diocesan family purse) of £43,330, up £1818.
Church running expenses were £9,538, up £3,502, whilst Church and Vicarage maintenance costs
increased to £11,079, up £6,633. Church Hall running expenses increased to £16,149 (up £1,962),
whilst Church Hall maintenance costs also increased to £9,728, an increase of £4.055. Missionary
and Charitable giving (donations) totalled £3,215.

The net position from all income received and resources used is Net Incoming Resources of £38,092
(a decrease of £2,194) which is represented by the movement in short term deposits, cash at bank
and in hand, debtors and creditors. Total funds held also increased by this amount from £105,664 at
the start of the year to £143,756.

The total funds of £143,756 consist of £88,172 of unrestricted funds (£14,060 in the General Fund,
with the remaining £74,112 relating to funds designated by the PCC for specific purposes, namely the
Hall General Fund, Hall Fabric Fund, Flower Fund, Parent and Toddlers’ Club, Office Equipment

Replacement Fund) and £55,584 restricted funds (Famine, Stained Glass Window, Youth Work,
Internal Fabric, and Organ Restoration Fund).

Michael Williams, Treasurer

CHURCHWARDENS
After serving as Churchwarden for the past six years, Marion Lander relinquished this post and lan

Husbands and Simon Smith were elected for the ensuing year. Leonard Hetuba and Gary Harley will
act as Assistant Churchwardens.

PCC MEMBERSHIP

In line with the 3-year rolling programme, the following members stood down at the Annual Meet-
ing: Ellen Harley, Elaine Hobbs, Miriam Reid and Vivienne West.

For the year 2009-2010 the PCC Membership is as follows:

Elected Members

’ - / (

- 1 , ( -

* 2 ( &

3 ) 2 /4
Co-opted

Michael Williams
Ex Officio
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Pat Nickson

Many in the congregation at St Andrew’s will
remember with affection Pat Nickson who died
Sunday 26th April in St. John’s Hospice, at
Clatterbridge Wirral.

During her iliness Pat continued to work until a
month ago when she went into hospital and then
to the hospice for her last few days.

On her penultimate day we read the Nunc Dimittis
and the Easter Anthems. Graeme Skinner read
from Tom Wright's "Surprised by Hope" and we
had a short service and anointed Pat with oil. We
know she was just able to be conscious and she
appreciated our presence. The next day she died
peacefully...

We had planned a time of prayer in church for Pat
on the Sunday afternoon from 2-4pm and as she
died at 1pm, we were able to sit quietly and thank
God for her life.

What a life she has had.

| was privileged to join Pat for some special meet-
ings in her flat recently where the subject of
discussion was ‘dying and resurrection’, it takes

some courage from an amazing person to organ-
ise meetings like this at this stage of her life.

2#**#*#***
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Her Christian hope shone out, and we know that
she is nhow at the end of her journey on earth and
has begun a new one with Jesus in another place.

| am inviting everyone to contact me, if they wish,
in response to Pat’s death. We are compiling a
condolences book and you might like to say few
words that could be added to this or you might
like to write something that can be kept with her
written memories that records how Pat has
influenced your life.

There will be a service of Thanksgiving next
Tuesday 5th May 11am in St. Mary’s Upton after
a private funeral in Landican cemetery at 10am.

www.stm-upton.org.uk will direct you to the church if
you are travelling to be with us. Look under the
‘Location’ tab.

Pat had requested that any donations be sent to
IPASC www.ipasc.net look under ‘giving/donations’.

Any e-correspondence for condolences or memories
needs to be sent to me on

graeme@stm-upton.org.uk

Graeme Skinner, Vicar of St. Mary’s Upton.
St Mary’s Parish Church Office

Holmleigh, 6 Church Rd,

Upton, Wirral
CH49 6JZ.
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THE
PHOENIX CHORALE

Rehearse in the Wilson Room
St. Andrew’s Church.

Tuesdays 7.45—9.45 pm

The group perform light
and classical music including songs
from the shows and music for all tastes.

All those who enjoy singing and
are eager to improve are welcome
to join.
Performances are mainly for
community homes
and charities.
For more information contact:

7 Margaret-Kristine Wallace
Musical Director

W 020 8599 1401
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Bible Reading: a beginner’s guide
By Michael Green, BRF, £4.99

The Bible may be the best-selling book in the world, but reading it — let alone understanding and

applying it to daily life — can be a daunting prospect even for people who feel they are someway

along the road of Christian discipleship. Where do we start? How do we work out its relevance to
us? If we feel we know it quite well already, how can we go further in exploring its riches?

This highly accessible book sets out straightforward and helpful strategies for those who are
completely new to Bible reading, which can also benefit those who have begun to develop a Bible
-reading habit and want to broaden and deepen their understanding. Step by step, Michael Green
explains how to enjoy the Bible (and avoid feeling bored by it!).

Stop the Traffik - People shouldn't be boughtands  old
by Steve Chalke with a chapter by Cherie Blair, Li  onHudson, £7.99

Human trafficking is the fastest growing global crime and is now the second largest after the
illegal arms trade. It involves the movement of people, against their will, through violence,
deception or coercion for the purpose of sex, forced labour or even body parts. Men, women and
children are all victims of trafficking; although approximately 80% are women and girls and up to
50% are children. The book contains real-life stories, photographs, and practical action points.

FOR GOD ALONE - A Primer on Prayer
by Bonnie Thurston, Darton Longman & Todd, £12.95

‘For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.” (Psalm 62:1)

Here is a joyously fresh introduction to prayer. Bonnie Thurston has written many books and
articles about spirituality and prayer, and is a leading authority on the work of Thomas Merton.
But For God Alone is a very different sort of book, in which for the first time she puts aside her
scholarly work and tries to show, as simply and practically as possible, how to pray. The

result is a joyously fresh introduction to prayer that will delight and encourage everyone seeking
the things of God, wherever they are on the journey.

1536 - The Year that Changed Henry VIII
by Suzannah Lipscomb, LionHudson, £14.99

The stereotype of Henry VIII presents us with the image of a corpulent, covetous, and cunning
king whose appetite for worldly goods met few parallels, whose wives met infamously premature
ends, and whose religion was ever political in intent.

Moving beyond this caricature, 1536 - focusing on a pivotal year in the life of the King - reveals a
fuller portrait of this complex monarch, detailing the finer shades of humanity that have so long
been overlooked. We discover that in 1536 Henry met many failures - physical, personal, and
political - and emerged from them a different man: a revolutionary new king who proceeded to
transform a nation and reform a religion.

A compelling story, 1536 shows what a profound difference can be made by changing the heart
of aking. Suzannah Lipscomb is Research Curator at Hampton Court Palace. She read her
D.Phil at Oxford in Early Modern History and is currently working on a major exhibition at
Hampton Court to commemorate the 500th anniversary of Henry VIII's accession.
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Just Sex - Is it ever just sex?
By Guy Brandon, IVP, £9.99

People today are hopelessly confused about sex. On the one hand, it is meant to be something
special. On the other, it is casually dismissed as trivial - merely or 'just’ sex.

Sex has also become a big issue for Christians. Faced with a barrage of messages from a
sexually permissive environment and lacking a clear rationale for biblical teaching, many
Christians are unsure of what they think. This book encourages us to consider whether the
impact of our sexual relationships on others around us is fair, or just.

With conviction and pastoral sensitivity, Guy Brandon explains the strength and integrity of the
Christian world-view of sex. In doing so, he also addresses the inconsistency and inadequacy of
the prevailing idea that consent alone is enough to sanction a sexual relationship. Demonstrating
the damage created by this approach he offers a better, more just way, which brings with it the
promise of God's shalom.

How would Jesus Lead Worship? - biblical insights f or today's church
Sam and Sara Hargreaves, BRF, £6.99

'There's a hush of anticipation in the crowd. Then comes an announcement: "We are pleased to
have with us tonight possibly the most anointed worship leader ever. Please welcome: Jesus
Christ!" The crowd goes wild as the young man straps on his acoustic guitar, and the band kicks
into one of the hits from his many albums...'

Is this what springs to mind when you think of Jesus leading worship? What does it mean to
worship in a Christ-like way?

The word 'worship' can mean different things to different people. Some see it as just singing;
others see it as prayer. As this book reveals, worship is less about a preferred music style and
more an attitude of the heart towards God.

It explores what we can learn about worship from the life of Jesus, and offers down-to-earth
teaching and practical examples to help creative worship flourish in the local church.
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

180 Wanstead Park Road,
liford, IG1 3TR.

020 8924 1264
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Why not try tennis?

Your local tennis club

Cranbrook Castle
in St. Georges Road , can help you.
We have membership vacancies for all ages & standards - from absolute beginner to expert.
Group coaching for beginner adults is on Thursday from 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
A ‘Parent and Child’ group is on Sundays from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.
Improver Adults are coached on Mondays 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
Children are coached on Saturday Mornings.

Young beginners at 9.30am to 10.30am.

Older children 10.40am to 11.40am.
There are also midweek groups for children.

Individual coaching is also available.
Racquets are provided—all you need is a pair of tra  iners.
Interested??
Call Dave on 07957 607 507. Please leave a messa ge if there is no answer.
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Can you spare some time one morning each week to come to Morning Prayers ? We start at
9.30am and on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday this is just for just half an hour.

On Wednesdays there are prayers followed by Communion , with the church open until
mid-day with coffee or tea and a chance to chat to those who drop in.

Please note that from February 1st 2009
Sunday Morning Holy Communion will begin at 9am

If you would like to pay for the flowers at a particular time of year, just for this
year, or for the same week every year in memory of a loved one or in celebration
of a birthday or special occasion please place a donation in an envelope with
your message and give it to Rosemary.

THE FLOWER ROTA
begins after Easter so do fill in your names showing
when you’'d be willing to buy and/or arrange the flowers
for this. (There is money available for your expenses).
Marion would be pleased to have more names on the list.

Thank you.
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