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Church offers family-friendly weddings for couples

Engaged couples are
welcome to church for
the wedding of their
dreams - whether or
not they have children.

That's the message
from the Church of
England’s 16,000
parish churches cele-
brating a wedding
‘high’ this summer.

This is the first summer
season since the
Church of England ini-
tiated a change in the
law to make it easier
for couples to marry in
church. They have
more churches avalil-
able to them - not just

their local parish
church - since the
Church's General

Synod decided that the
existing law was too
restrictive in a mobile
society, and changed it
last October.

Many churches are
already reporting a
corresponding rise in
weddings.

Now the Church is
turning its attention to
extending an extra wel-
come to couples with
children, following
Archbishops’ Council's
Weddings Project re-
search in Bradford and
Buckinghamshire,
which found that one in
five couples who come
to church for a wed-
ding already have chil-
dren, together or from
a previous relation-
ship.

This is backed up by
the latest research
published by the Office
for National Statistics
(ONS), showing for the
first time that for many
couples having chil-
dren is the first major
milestone of adult life,
ahead of marriage, in
contrast to their par-
ents’ generation.

Statistics also show an
increasing number of
couples now live to-
gether before their
wedding day.

As a response to this,
the Church of England
has produced two new
service guidelines
which merge the mar-
riage service with a
thanksgiving for the gift
of a child or with bap-

tism. The Church
hopes these new ideas
will  help churches

show their welcome for
couples with children,
and give the whole
family a special occa-
sion and a new begin-
ning.

Marriage and Thanks-
giving for the Gift of a
Child is ideal for a cou-
ple wishing to cele-
brate their wedding
and thank God for the
birth of their child on
the same occasion.

with children

Marriage and Holy
Baptism offers guid-
ance where couples
wish to have their child
christened - welcomed
into the wider church
family - on their wed-
ding day.

Welcoming the new
guidelines, the Bishop
of Wakefield, Stephen
Platten, Chair of the
Liturgical Commission,
said: "Baptism nor-
mally is celebrated in a
Sunday act of worship
- but patterns of rela-
tionship and marriage
within society are pre-
senting new opportuni-
ties for the
Church. We are there-
fore offering guidance
on how Thanksgiving
for the Gift of a Child,
or indeed Baptism,
might be incorporated
within a Marriage ser-
vice so that the church
can respond pastorally
to our changing world if
a priest feels it would
be advisable to offer
this option."

Revd Tim Sledge, vicar
of Romsey in the Dio-
cese of Winchester,
has been asked to
‘merge’ wedding and
baptism services sev-
eral times. He said: “It
has been lovely to give
couples this flexibility
to enjoy an extra spe-
cial celebration for the
whole family.



/’/—L\/
(oOGfe.e'
> (‘ﬂmg"‘

«\O P
Every Wednesday morning there is a Communion (f\ff\\
Service at 9.30 a.m. followed by Tea & Coffee. u}"
You can buy homemade cakes, browse through the
Traidcraft catalogue, we have some products on "
sale, but best of all take time to chat. -
See you there!

Little Angels

Toddler Group

Wednesday afternoons
during term time 1.00 -3.00 pm

Girlguiding

F th Marion Pank has kindly agreed to edit and print the Parish Magazine for
Pom e October 2009. It would be really helpful if you have anything for publication
o that you could let Marion know in good time.
Edltor The editing deadline would be the Wednesday before print day i.e.
Wednesday 23rd September.

There is now a rota for the church printing. The Bulletin and Service Sheets are ready by the Friday
morning and can be run by just one person off anytime between Friday and Saturday night ready for
Sunday morning.

The Parish Magazine is usually run off on the last Saturday in the month, in the afternoon. We would
welcome more helpers for these tasks please.

Please have a word with someone on the present rota, Diane, Elaine, Joy, Marion P, or Mary T.




August 2009

Dear Friends

Summer is here and the rain! But what fun — in
spite of the rain, was had at the annual barbecue
and the MU strawberry supper. They are two
events much appreciated by a good number of
people, both church members and friends, for
it's good to have time to relax and talk together —
both children and adults — and to share food and
fellowship, so thank you to the two teams that
arranged these lovely evenings.

Thank you, too, for the responses to the TRIO
event (The Responsibility Is Ours) in June.
We've had over half of the response forms back
and many of you have generously increased
your regular giving, so that our shortfall every
week will be substantially reduced. It makes
giving much more pleasurable when we remind
ourselves of what God has given us and why we
want to give back to Him, so the work and
mission of His church can continue and grow
and we are not for ever worrying about where
the money is coming from to pay the necessary
bills. So thank you if you have returned your
response form and for any still thinking about it,
please send it back for Angela Kean now. We'll
let you know the total result in September.

The guttering and roof work should be finished
this month and Mike has been to the workshop
in Canterbury recently and seen the good pro-
gress being made on the stained glass window,
so good news!

Thank you to those who helped dig over the
garden and weed the paths etc. The grounds do
need continuous maintenance during the sum-
mer months, so anyone with half an hour to
spare, please do come and do some weeding to
keep the grounds looking welcoming and cared
for. The new shrubs have appeared in front of
the vicarage, so thank you to those who've given
them and helped cut some of the work down.

There are always so many little jobs that need
doing in and around the church and many hands
make light work, so please do continue to offer
and be part of the great list of hames of those
who help keep St Andrew’s running smoothly
and enabling us to be welcoming and caring as
we reach out to those outside the church walls.

For those going away this month, enjoy your-
selves and relax. For those staying at home,
make a break by doing something different and
enjoy yourselves and relax too. And for those
around in August, do still come to the services.
Your presence is always appreciated and I'm
sure it helps us to go into each week more
relaxed because we’ve made ourselves aware
again of God's presence with us all — all of the
time — wherever we are.

So, enjoy this holiday month whatever you do —
and keep close to God!

With love from
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Churchgoers across the Church of England are
set personally to invite up to half a million people
to services on Back to Church Sunday,

27 September 2009 , making the event one of
the largest co-ordinated evangelism events
shared across the Church in recent history.

Every one of the Church’s 44 dioceses is taking
part in the initiative this year, by encouraging
churchgoers to invite someone they know who
used to attend church to come back on a particu-
lar Sunday.

Churches will focus on extending an even
warmer welcome than usual on the day,
supported by ‘Back to Church Sunday’ resources
such as special red ‘welcome’ T-shirts and
subsidised ‘party packs’ of fairly-traded catering
products, produced in partnership with
Traidcraft.

I $!

Up to 16,000 Church of England churches could
be taking part, joining congregations from
Churches Together in Scotland, the Church in
Wales, Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed
churches nationwide, Elim Pentecostal churches
and Anglican churches in Australia, Argentina,
New Zealand and Canada.

St Andrew’s will certainly be taking part
watch out for details............. to follow
soon!!

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?
CARETAKING DUTIES FOR THE CHURCH HALL

As you know we are currently losing quite a lot of potential revenue from hiring out the church hall
as we have no caretaker to unlock and lock up after lettings.

We need a rota of people willing to do this on a casual basis, normally on Saturday after-
noons/evenings. Arrangements with the hirer will already have been made and the duties will be

as follow:

arrive at the hall about ten minutes before the letting begins;

collect the refundable deposit, which is made against the premises being left in a clean and
tidy condition and the letting ending on time;

show the hirer the location of the kitchen, toilets and fire escapes;
return approximately fifteen minutes before the end of the letting;

if they leave on time and the premises, including the toilets are clean and tidy, refund the

deposit;

if not, clean/tidy as necessary and retain the deposit;

turn off lights, secure all doors and lock up.

An ex gratia payment will be made for these duties. If you would be willing to be on a rota to
undertake these tasks and in so doing help raise much-needed funds for the church and would

like further details, please contact:

Dave Pank (0208 270 0819), Mike Spencer (0208 554 8838) or Rosematry.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING AND BUY SALE

is on Saturday 22nd August from 10.30 am to 12 noon in the
Wilson Room, now it’s free on a Saturday morning.

Do try to call in and bring your friends — it's a good time to relax and
meet or make new friends and catch up on what’s been happening,
so do book it.

From 10-11.00 am a few meet in church to share the cleaning and then -“}
come in for coffee and others do some weeding or cutting the grass *
outside — your help is always needed.

Thank you.

Wednesday Evening Communion
L) 7.30pm in church

" 1#$ %&

/ s : () L #
HOH* #

- $% &% (Y+ LI
*")0 * ' ( ' ) *

12 + &%

An hour to relax and enjoy being in God’s
presence in St Andrew’s on Monday 10th August from 7.30 — 8.30 pm.

7T
A / Do come.
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Cut out the square at the hottom of the page and follow
these instructions to make your own little boat.

3.Fold up 7
all sheets

except the last, é

0% flip over,
( 1.Foldinhalf.  2.Fold comers foldup /\
Mwse Makes |ast Sheet

to bottom.  last sheet. £, ., ... .\

The little boat was being
tossed about in the storm.

“Be still, be calm” said wo ¥ 5%’ g 2 (s hewses 7
Jesus, and the wind and | 4 Hold comers. °-'"™
the waves obeyed him! | push to flatten. 6.Holding lop points pull out into a boat.
Read Mark 4:35-41
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Exciting world of tomorrow. i fJ ~= %
Moving from the safe pond —
I thought I'd outgrown,
To an ocean full of unknown swimmers
Which time says [ must join,

But I don’t belong to them yet.

I’'m in a strange place.

L)ﬁy\go\, oV néew C’{éiSS >

jou're vot

alone 7

Do not be afraid, for I am with you,
(Isaiah 43:5 NLT)

Poem by Daphne Kitching, Picture by Elaine Hill, Coloured by .............cccvvuues

Teenage vocations on Facebook

Eighteen would-be priests attending the Church of E ngland’s first specially
organised vocations conference for young people in more than 30 years are to
continue meeting on Facebook as they listen to thei r calling. The Call Waiting...
website www.callwaiting.org.uk _ contains a wealth of essential information for
people interested in finding out more.

It was launched at General Synod in York in July 20 08.
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Today, DR Congo celebrated its independence from Belgium which
happened on the 30th June 1960. The country has had two name changes
since then. There were marches in town during the day and this evening
there was a free concert featuring Koffi Olomide a popular Congolese
musician.

As it happened to fall on a Tuesday and we are still trying to get the children used to the rhythm
of our programme (although they don't seem to be having too much trouble remembering as
each day since we opened we have had between 40 and 50 children arriving) we decided to still
go ahead and open today albeit with a reduced programme and eating together earlier so the
volunteers could get away and enjoy the national holiday.

The children enjoyed a 'special treat' of a fizzy drink with
their meal. It was an eye opener for me to see that even
some of the older children had no idea how to open the ring
pull. Not that this is a sign of their ability or something that
we would assist them to learn necessarily, but it is a likely
indicator of the low level of income that they have experi-
enced in their upbringing till the present time.

lan Harvey

A very big thank you to all those who helped make this year's Communion and Strawberry
Supper such a success — to quote Rosemary, “many hands make light work” and although we
weren't able to stay in the garden for too long, unlike last year, | think everyone enjoyed the
evening’s fellowship. Particular thanks to Rosemary and John who once again opened up
their home for us to use.

If you weren’t able to come along or forgot it on the night, there is still time to give your
“Smarties” tube to Maggie — all proceeds to be donated towards the MU Literacy Fund.

Advance diary date is Thursday 24™ September at 8 pm in the Wilson Room when John
Manuel will be our speaker.

In October, we will be having an informal information evening for anyone interested in hearing
more about the work of MU and maybe becoming a member. More details in the September
magazine.

Marion Pank
Branch Leader




Judging by Appearances
1 Samuel 15v 17

This was the title of the evening service held on Sunday 12" July which was organised and led
by our young people. To begin with we heard the story of David being chosen as the new King
of Israel unlikely as though that seemed to him and to his family at that time. After all he was the
youngest of the sons in his family. This was read from the Message Bible which added a more
modern feel to the story. The story was the beginning of an evening that challenged us about
how we see people and why.

During the evening we each undertook 3 activities in groups. In one group we looked at Psalm
139 and after listening to it being read we wrote prayers in response to it and spoke briefly about
the verses that had spoken to us. If we truly ask God to “Search me out, O God, and know my
heart, try me and examine my thoughts Ps 139 v 23 what would God find? Would he find a
person who can'’t get past the first impressions of people that they meet?

In the second group we were asked to write down how you see yourself eg friendly, chatty,
which we discussed with each other and then how we think God sees us. Thankfully for us, God-
sees us just as we are and still loves us........... warts, judgements and all.

In our final group we were made to think about what images we have of people and how these

influence the judgements we make of them before we have even met people. For instance what

do you see when you see a homeless person begging on the streets? Do you see a vulnerable

person who is worthy of your or anyone’s time and compassion or do you see a worthless waste
of space who has squandered whatever he/she may have had?

During the course of the evening’s discussion everyone had been encouraged to contribute and
all opinions had been honestly owned up to in that we all felt that we are quick to judge but that
we would try harder to get to know people rather than judging on first appearances.

After all who can forget the evening of Britain’s Got Talent and the first sight that people had of
Susan Boyle and the thoughts that went through the minds of the judges and the audience
alike............ until that was, she began to sing. How did you and | “judge” her before she opened
her mouth to sing? May that be a lesson to us all.

To end | would like to say thank you to the young people for a thoughtful, stimulating and well
organised evening at which | felt privileged to be.

by Hayley Morris
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We heard in our reading for the day that Jesus sent out his disciples to heal, anoint and drive out
demons. | wonder what preparations they made?

What sort of preparations do you make in readiness to go out on a trip? How much preparation do
you do?

During this school term | went on a school trip to “Upminister” Park as the children in my class kept
calling it. There were several preparations that we had to make before and for during the trip:

A Risk Assessment.......... what might happen and how to deal with it if it does.
Permission slip for parents to sign to enable us to take the children out on public transport.
First Aid Kit to deal with any injuries and a qualified first aider.

Spare clothes ....... you never know what might happen.

Mobile phone and list of numbers........ of the helpers, in case someone gets lost or does not
turn up at expected place on time.

Play equipment........ for the children to play with in the park...... we would not want them to be
bored.

and so the list went on, but the day was a great success and a good, safe, fun day was had by all.

Most of the preparations were to a degree unnecessary.....we did not need the first aid kit or
spare clothes and non of the “risks” in the Risk Assessment happened............. but we were
prepared if they did.

In Mark 6v 1-13 Jesus called the 12 and began to send them out two by two, and gave them
authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except

a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two
tunics .

Now as we have already seen this is not how we are used to preparing for a journey. The key is in
the word preparation which for me means catering for all eventualities from a change in weather to
the worse case scenario which in the case of our school trip | guess would be losing a child. But
Jesus seems to be saying in this passage off you go now........ not in 2 weeks time when you have
made your preparations and everything is ready but now ............ go now.

Of course it's not quite that simple. The disciples had by now spent much time with Jesus and had
already been part of his ministry team if you like, just like we are today. They had been learning at
the feet of the master for some time during the previous year or two. The disciples were not being
sent out without any preparation for their forthcoming ministry but they were being sent outin  sim-
plicity and the power of God. Jesus himself had given the disciples authority to heal the sick and
cast out unclean spirits.

They were being sent out to witness to the saving power of God as seen by the disciples first hand
in Jesus.

So why send them without any of the things that we would deem necessary for life, without food,
without money and without spare clothes, in short the only personal belongings they were to take
with them were, sandals and a staff to help them walk.



77

Jesus was sending them out to tell people of what they had seen, to heal the sick and to bring
people to faith. In order to do that, the disciples did not need risk assessments, first aid Kkits,
permission slips and something to keep them occupied with. They needed to rely on God and
trust that He would provide for them through the people they met along the way. They were
instructed to accept hospitality whenever it was offered and be thankful. If hospitality was not
provided then very practically they were told to move on. Shake off the dust that is on your
feet as a testimony against them it says in verse 11.

They were being sent out to do a job, the training had been given and now Jesus felt that the
time was right for them to fly the nest and begin the work of witnessing to Him, proclaiming the
Gospel while He was still with them perhaps in preparation for the time which was soon to come
when they, like us would be without the physical presence of Jesus Himself.

At some point like the disciples we all have to trust that the time is right to get on with things with-
out our parent, partner or co worker. In the same way we have to trust that when God asks us to
do something for Him that we are ready and that we do have the tools to do the job.

Some situations we may encounter along the way may be difficult ..... how do | answer that ques-
tion, how do | deal with that person or situation and just as the disciples did not have all the an-
swers neither do we, but what we do have is a God who cares and a God who equips us for the
task He has set us to do and who has provided a praying, caring community that can help us
through those moments and times of not knowing what to do.

We hear in verse 13 that the disciples went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They
cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them

After much preparation we went on our school trip and had a fantastic day of fun, laughter and
great team work. Nothing went wrong and thankfully many of the preparations we made were
unnecessary but nevertheless | consider it time well spent. As thorough as my preparations were
for that day, so should be my preparations when | am doing anything for my God. No preparation
can be too much for proclaiming the gospel. However | don’t need a big long list of things to “take
with me” because like the disciples all | really need or all we really need is ourselves and trust in
God whose message we are proclaiming.

All we need to be prepared to do, is to tell people our story. Your story, my story of how we came
to know our Lord Jesus Christ... and the difference He makes to our lives, or maybe more to the
point how He found us, and be prepared to share that story when the time is right with the people
we meet day by day in our everyday lives, our neighbours, our work mates, school friends,
friends and family. Amen.
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ORGAN: Funds are now in place and the work will begin shortly.

GUTTERING: The work has been proceeding well. A problem has been identified with the wall
behind the baptistery, which will need to be investigated further.

STAINED GLASS WINDOW: The template has been done and the order placed. Work has
started on the life-size cartoon. Some brickwork around the window needs making good.

LOTTERY FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY SPACES: A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday
14™ July at 7.30 pm to discuss plans for a bid for funding. We would not need to match fund a
grant and an advisor would work with us to get the scheme right so it is worth proceeding with
an application.

CHURCH GROUNDS: Roger Norwood has turfed half of the planned area. Four people came
to help reduce the area for turfing and 2/3 clear rubbish regularly on Mondays. Mandy Shepherd
has signed up to litter-pick with the Brownies on a regular basis. Some other minor works are
needed on the garden and a volunteer to cut the grass at the moment.

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY: The pack has now arrived. The Outreach and Welcome
Teams are meeting shortly to discuss plans.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A letter of thanks had been received from CMS. Following a very generous donation, the outstanding
balance planned as part of our annual giving to them was able to be sent.

A letter had been received from Redbridge Street Pastors regarding an initiative being launched in Red-
bridge in October 2009 and requesting support. A co-ordinator is needed for the scheme.

An update regarding the General Fund and Guttering Fund position as at 30" June 2009 was received.
We could well have a cash flow problem until the next stage of the English Heritage grant and the grant
from Friends of Essex churches is received. If necessary, payment of the Family Purse will be deferred.
Hopefully, the response to the stewardship campaign (TRIO) would ease our situation. We were asked to
keep the financial position very much in our prayers.

REPORTS FROM THE MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS were received, including:

Outreach and Fellowship Team Report: A very successful quiz night had been held, raising
over £600 towards the stained glass window fund. The team is working on a vision/mission
statement and also on plans for the barbecue on 11" July. Planned events include the July cof-
fee morning and Back to Church Sunday.

Care and Fellowship reported that 12 care cards, 4 visits and numerous telephone calls of
comfort and support had been made since the last meeting and 2 hospital visits were planned.
A number of people had accepted Sally’s invitation for refreshments in her home after Wednes-
day communion and John and Audrey had welcomed 10 people to their home for a recent
house group meeting.

Welcome and Fellowship had been discussing a mission statement and revision of the Wel-
come booklet, which it is hoped to have ready for Back to Church Sunday.

STANDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 4™ June 2009: The minutes were received and
noted. Only 15 TRIO response sheets had so far been returned. Rob Kean has the service on
the church computer for those who would like to go through it again and those not able to be
present. DEANERY SYNOD 10™ June 2009: The main topic was a discussion on a working
group set up by the Bishop of Barking with members from areas where BNP councillors had
been appointed. The group is willing to send a speaker to PCC or to a church meeting and it
was considered by the meeting that this would be worthwhile.

ROB KEAN AND HAYLEY MORRIS reported on their first year of training and their church
placements.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

A cheque for £196.50 had been sent to Christian Aid following the recent collection. The
Church Urban Fund figure would be reported at the next meeting.

Hilary Musker, the Deanery Youth Worker, is being invited to the next meeting to talk on the
Youth Strategy and recruitment of new youth leaders.
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Location: Tate Modern, Bankside
Date: 12th September 2009
Time: Participants should arrive from 9:45am for a 10:30am start

Registration is now open! The London event is the jewel in the crown of The Children's
Society's fundraising events. All three of the walking adventures centre around the River
Thames, from Parliament in the West to Tower Bridge in the East, encompassing some of the
capital’s greatest sights, from major landmarks to lesser-known treasures.

Upon your return to the Tate you will be welcomed by a smiling face and a nice warm cup of
tea/coffee or a refreshing soft drink courtesy of our headline sponsor, Ecclesiastical, to thank
you for your wonderful achievement. In addition, there will also be the opportunity to learn about
The Children's Society's vital work to help make childhood better for all children in the UK.

Our walk is also taking place at the same time as the Mayor's Thames Festival, so why not pop
along to that after your cuppa to take in some of the atmosphere and make an even bigger day

of it!

There are three Walk & Explore walking routes aroun
1.5 mile walk. 5 mile walk.10 mile walk

with different walking distances:

d London for you to choose from, all

Getting there The Children's Society base camp is located behind the Tate Modern.

If you would like to join the group from St Andrew’
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Are you caught between youngsters and
elderly parents?

Are you one of the sandwich generation?
Caught between supporting your children and
caring for an elderly parent? Nowadays
more than a quarter of adults in the UK are in
this position. Your children can't afford to
move out, and your parents can’t manage on
their own anymore...

That makes you a babygloomer. For some
babygloomers, home life is very crowded
these days; more than half a million of us
have at least three generations of our family
all living under the same roof. And that num-
ber is due to rise by more than 56,000 in the
next decade, according to a recent study by
Lloyds Insurance. More gloom ahead!

Happiness

Our feelings of ‘wellbeing’ are very subjective,
say psychologists. For example, did you know
that Olympic bronze medallists usually report
higher personal satisfaction than silver medal-
lists? Presumably the silver winners feel fail-
ures because they missed the gold... while the
bronze winners are delighted — indeed aston-
ished - to have won anything at all. It seems
that if all you have got is all you are going to
get, it is smartest to be grateful for it!

s please see Maggie Smith.

Blooming gone!

These are true stories: a woman went down
to her local garden centre and bought 20
hardy fuchsias. She spent an entire day care-
fully planting a fuchsia hedge across the front
of her property. It looked great. Next morning
she went down to make her breakfast tea and
stared out the window in sheer disbelief: her
brand new hedge was gone. Simply gone.
Another family spent two days laying a new
lawn... on the morning of third day, it was
gone.

Garden theft is on the increase. In the sum-
mer it soars by 63 per cent. Thieves these
days help themselves to everything from your
flowers, pots, shrubs, vegetables, turf, (and
even lawns!) rockeries, tools, barbeques and
furniture. They take olive trees, ornamental
trees, huge garden ornaments, posh hoses,
ride-on mowers, fish and flagstones. About
the only thing they don’t bother with are the
weeds and the water in your garden pond.
Also, no one has yet reported any slugs
stolen...

Now Dareen Black, head of insurance at the
financial comparison site Confused.com ad-
vises people to check their insurance policy
very carefully indeed. “They vary very widely.
Churchill covers garden loss up to £250, while
Lloyds TSB Options covers up to £2,000, but
not the lawn. It always pays to check that the
cover you have bought really does meet your
needs.



How To Plant Your Garden
First, you Come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses....

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING, PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS:

1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:

1. Squash gossip

2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:

1. Lettuce be faithful

2. Lettuce be kind

3. Lettuce be patient

4. Lettuce really love one another

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:

1. Turnip for meetings

2. Turnip for service

3. Turnip to help one another

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:

1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.
THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW.
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Are there Horses in Heaven?
By Mary Lou Davis, Christian Focus, £6.99

This book for young people tells the story of two friends who grew up with a shared love of
horses. Together they find authentic answers for real life issues among the people, sights and
smells of Heathermoor Farm. A gripping read based on true events. A story of faith which you
can give to any horse-mad teenager.

That Final Summer
By Margaret Smith, Freestyle Fiction 12+, £4.99

Graham had a lot on his mind that summer in some ways he couldn't wait to get away to free-
dom; away from Sheleen and her stinking rich parents. But there were a few surprises in store for
him. Things would never be the same again after that final summer of his boyhood. His relation-
ship with Sheleen was only one of the things that changed dramatically.

A remote Scottish island community is Graham's home - but the conflicts and choices he faces
are common to young people everywhere

Jumbo Bible Activity Book
By Tim Dowley, Candle, £4.99

This bumper activity book is packed with puzzles, pictures, dot-to-dots, hidden objects and your
favourite Bible stories that will keep even the most inquisitive young minds busy!
Fun for all the family as they learn and play.

Raising Dragons
By Bryan Davis, Candle, £5

Here is a skilful weave of ancient legends, ancient truths, and modern characters into a compel-
ling story. A boy learns of his dragon past; a girl has known of hers for years. They combine their
faith, courage and love to overcome an evil slayer who seeks to bring an end to dragon heritage
forever.

Billy feels betrayed and his parents learn that they've kept their secret for too long. Bonnie, an
orphan, tries to find a home and someone to love her, while feeling insecure because of a body
feature she calls a deformity.

Empyrion
By Stephen Lawhead, Lion, £6.99

Invited on a top-secret mission to chronicle a newly discovered space colony, Orion Treet can't
believe his good fortune. But from the apparent paradise of the planet Empyrion emerges the
spectre of an ancient feud which turns into a deadly battle for the future of the world, a battle
where there can be no spectators and everyone must choose a side.

This major omnibus (a whopping 900 pages!) includes both books in Lawhead's spectacular fu-
ture fantasy epic 'The Search for Fierra' and 'The Siege of Dome' - two books for the price of one.

Pendragon
By Stephen Lawhead, Lion, £6,99

Pendragon is the fourth book of the Pendragon Cycle - a magnificent epic set against the back-
cloth of Roman Britain and Celtic legend.

‘I Myrddin Emrys, was with Arthur from the beginning. | stood beside him on his darkest day. A
day unlike any other in the long history of our race - a day of deceit, and great glory. For on that
day Arthur won the name he treasured above all others: Pendragon. That is a tale worth telling.'
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Bedtime Stories for Little Angels
By Sarah J. Dodd, Lion Children, £7.99

It is good to read to your children, and what better time than at bed-time? These ten delightful
stories of mirth and mischief will bring every little angel's day to a perfect ending... and bring
sweet dreams.

Noah Story Blocks: the Candle Bible for Toddlers
by Juliet David, Candle, £7.65

The story of Noah with a difference. Bright and colourful building blocks full of pictures, simple
words and numbers to help stimulate your child's development and encourage play at the same
time.

Children can play with the blocks and learn the story of Noah in a fun way. When finished it all
packs down into its own storage box.

Silver Birches
by Adrian Plass, Zondervan, £5.59

When David Herrick receives an invitation to a reunion from a long-forgotten acquaintance, he
reluctantly visits Headly Manor. When the friends gather, they no longer resemble the fresh-faced
group of twenty years ago. This poignant and moving story blends Adrian Plass's rich style of
writing with his knack for addressing the issues we all face—faith, grief, love ... and fear.

Assist Our Song: Angels then and now
By Carol Hathorne, BRF, £6.99

A recent ITV poll states that as many as one in three British people believes in angels. There is a
widespread fascination with the idea of guardian angels and helpful strangers offering divine in-
tervention. In this absorbing book, Carol Hathorne considers what the Bible has to say about an-
gels and the many roles they perform, from messengers to ministers. She also shares a host of
‘angelic experiences' gathered from her work as an assistant minister in the West Midlands.

Barefoot in the Kitchen - Bible readings and reflec  tions for mothers
By Alie Stibbe, BRF, £7.99

Here is a book of short Bible-based reflections for every mother who has ever felt that parenting
young children is something of a desert time.

Take One: Three short years, two best friends, one  unbelievable dream
by Karen Kingsbury, Zondervan, £8.39

Filmmakers Chase Ryan and Keith Ellison left the mission field of Indonesia for the mission field
of Hollywood with a dream bigger than both of them. Now they have done the impossible: raised
enough money to produce a feature film with a message that could change the world.

But as Chase and Keith begin shooting, their well-laid plans begin to unravel. With millions of
dollars on the line, they make a desperate attempt to keep the film from falling apart—even as a
temperamental actress, a botched production schedule, and their own insecurities leave little
room for the creative and spiritual passion that once motivated them. A chance meeting could
bring the encouragement they need ... is it possible to make a movie unlike anything done be-
fore—or is the risk too great for everyone?

New York Times bestselling author Karen Kingsbury has written more than forty of her ‘Life-
Changing Fiction’ titles and has nearly fifteen million in print. Dubbed by Time magazine as the
Queen of Christian Fiction, Karen receives hundreds of letters each week.
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

180 Wanstead Park Road,
liford, IG1 3TR.

020 8924 1264
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Why not try tennis?

Your local tennis club

Cranbrook Castle
in St. Georges Road , can help you.
We have membership vacancies for all ages & standards - from absolute beginner to expert.
Group coaching for beginner adults is on Thursday from 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
A ‘Parent and Child’ group is on Sundays from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.
Improver Adults are coached on Mondays 8.00pm to 9.30pm.
Children are coached on Saturday Mornings.

Young beginners at 9.30am to 10.30am.

Older children 10.40am to 11.40am.
There are also midweek groups for children.

Individual coaching is also available.
Racquets are provided—all you need is a pair of tra  iners.
Interested??
Call Dave on 07957 607 507. Please leave a messa ge if there is no answer.
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Dear Prayer Partner.

How are you? | hope you are well. Thank you for
all your continued prayer and support. A lot has
happened since my last letter. | should write more
often!

The first bit of news is that | have decided to leave
Paraguay and return home at the end of the year.
As a lot of you know, | have been thinking of this
and praying about it for a long time but was not
sure. Thank you for your prayers concerning that.
It took me awhile to be sure but | believe now that
it is the right decision and | have peace about it. |
told the leaders first and yesterday Bishop
Andres told the rest of the church so it is all
official. There were lots of tears yesterday so that
is the start of it. It won't be easy leaving people
after nine years, but | am looking forward to
coming home too - family, friends, oh and nice
chocolate every day.

The past few months have had a lot of good things
happening and a lot of challenges. At the begin-
ning of February we had a camp in the church for
the young people. About forty of them participated
in that. It is encouraging to see them, because
most of them have grown up through the
Children's Clubs which we do in the different parts
of Conception. The camp itself had it's moments
though. We went away to a river for a day. Every-
one had a great day until one of the girls passed
out and we couldn't bring her round. In the end we
all went on the bus to a doctor who lived a few
miles away. By the time we got there she had
started to come round. We headed back to Con-
cepcion, in the middle of a tropical storm that had
just blown in. As the dirt road became slippery
the bus skidded and almost turned over as it
went off the road, into a bank and got stuck
there. By a miracle it did not go right over be-
cause looking at the angle of it, it looked like it
should at any moment. But God looked after us all
and we got all the young people off the bus. A few
of the girls had to go to the hospital in the back of a
lorry, mostly because of not being able to breathe
because of the shock, and the girl who had
been sick before became unconscious again.
But praise the Lord in the end we got them all
home safely. Thank you for all your prayers. It was
a scary day, and | know it was prayer that pro-
tected us.

The other thing that has been a real challenge is
that the other pastor in the church here resigned.
That has left a real gap. Please pray for him and
his family, and for the church. As Bishop Andres
who is also pastor of the church is due to retire in
five years, there is a real need for leaders.

It is not like home where a number go each year
to theological college and you take it from there.
The churches here grow their own pastors. So
please pray for good growth in these next years.
On the whole the work with the children and
young people is growing and going well. Most of
the children in the different places that we meet
(7 plus Sunday School) come each week to the
Children's Clubs. On Saturday mornings after the
children's and young peoples groups in Inmacu-
lada, we have a lunch for them, as it is an area
where there is a lot of poverty. Most weeks there
are about 80 there, and it is a special time together.
Also in Inmaculada on Friday evenings there is a
project for young people and adults where they can
learn sewing, hairdressing, and manicure. It is sup-
ported by the council, who provide qualified teach-
ers in these areas and those who finish the course
will receive a certificate at the end, which should
enable them to find work. It is a really important
project as it will help people to have a means of
earning some money which in a town of huge
unemployment, there is such a need. Because of
the unemployment people will often take any job,
accepting any wage. Employers know this and pay
them a really small amount. When people receive a
third of the minimum wage they consider it good by
Concepcion standards. For this amount they often
have to work more than seventy hours a week.
Many places they have to work seven days a
week, and are not entitled to holidays. Please pray
that this situation will change, because it has
people chained in a circle of poverty, and poverty
often breeds all types of problems, especially when
the ‘mod cons’ are on display in the shops. Lots of
people leave their children and go and work else-
where.

One of the big areas for prayer is for the leaders
and helpers in the different areas of work. There
are five people working in the ministry with the chil-
dren - Norma, Zuny, Narcisa, Adriana, and Ana.
They have all been doing this for some years and
are very committed. One of the biggest encourage-
ments of my time here is to see how they have
grown in their spiritual life, and how far they have
come in their commitment to God and to this work. |
have been trying to step back more and more, as
they take on more of the responsibility. | know how
important it is to surround them with prayer as the
enemy will always try to attack teams.

The area that most worries me is the area of the
young people. The couple who were working with
the older youth gave that up at the beginning of the
year as they felt they couldn't do it anymore. We
have as a church been supporting that area since,
but there are no specific leaders there.



The younger youth has a smaller team this year as
one of the leaders has found a job which means
she is able to help less, and another of them has
left the church. At the minute that leaves Narcisa
and myself, and 30 - 40 of them. At the minute it is
fine, but | would love it to have a bigger team
again, and me stepping back a bit before |
leave. | am preparing a course on leading
youth and teaching it once a fortnight to a
group of young people who want to help in the
area of the youth. | am learning too as | pre-
pare it. | had an idea a while ago with refer-
ence to the young people. Here they call them
adolescents and my idea is "Adopt an adolescent.”

Most of them are from homes where there are no
other Christians in the house. Some of them are
children of prostitutes, a few others their dad is an
alcoholic and violent, others their mum has gone to
live and work elsewhere. The idea is JUST FOR
PRAYER which is what most of them need more
than anything. If anyone wants to "adopt an adoles-
cent" | will send you a page of one person, with
their photo, date of birth, and a few details so you
can pray for them and maybe if you ever want to
send a letter. If you want to send them your details
too, | can let them know who is praying for them. |
think it will encourage them to know that someone
loves them enough to dedicate to pray for them.

If you would like to do this, send me an e mail to
claramholmes@hotmail.com, and | will contact with
the details.

I had better stop or this will be so long that no-one
will want to read it. Just to mention a few other wee
bits of news. We are really pleased that the new
Bishop Peter Bartlett and his wife Sally arrived in
March. Also in July and August there are different
people and teams coming to work for a few weeks
in Concepcion and other parts of Paraguay, which
again we are really looking forward to.

Once again, thank you for your prayers and all your
support, and if you have any things you want us to
pray for let us know. One of the things | am
reminded of and to encourage us always is

"I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not
overcome it." Matt: 16:18.

I will put at the end of the letter a list of the weekly
activities of the church as some people have said
they find it helpful for prayer.

Thanks again and God Bless.
Love and prayers.

Claire

Thank you.

Monday Time off. Study course that the bishop does with the men.

Tuesday English classes in a school leaders preparation meeting.
Children's activities preparation meeting/ prayer meeting.

Wednesday English classes / visits to invite the children to the Kid's Clubs / 2 children's
and adults meetings in the Chaco.

Thursday English classes in a local school Bible Study course for women
Children's Clubs in Ramonitaand Villa Alta-2 areas of Concepcion.

Friday Bible classes in a local schoal 4 classes in the morning and 4 classes in the
afternoon
Visits to invite children and young people to Saturday's events
Manicure, sewing and cooking classes in Inmaculada.

Saturday AM - Children's Club in San Antonio and Inmaculada,
2 areas of Concepcion
Lunch for the children in Inmaculada PM Younger youth.

Sunday AM - Church and Sunday School . Children's Club in Horqueta
p.m Youth and youth training course.

Praise The Children and young people/the course in Inmaculada the lunch in
Inmaculada/ the arrival of the new bishop/ protection

Prayer The team who work with the children, more leaders for the youth work /

the new bishop.
That God will raise up more pastors /the teams who are preparing to come out.



*( H* 00

The Rev Geoffrey E Eze has written to us to
inform about the Street Pastors initiative that will
be launched in Redbridge this year and taking
to the streets in October. Street Pastors is an
interdenominational church response to urban
problems, engaging with people on the streets
to care, listen and offer practical help. It was
pioneered in London in January 2003 by Rev
Les Isaac, Director of the Ascension Trust and
has seen some remarkable results, including
drops in crime in areas where teams have been
working. Each borough-wide project is set up
by Ascension Trust and run by a local coordina-
tor with their support and that of local churches
and community groups, in partnership with
police, councils and other statutory agencies.

Support in various forms has been requested
from all Redbridge churches:

Prayer, specifically for the work to be done
on the streets of Redbridge.

Money: some ‘seed’ money is needed in
order to employ a coordinator to continue
the process already begun by the man-
agement committee (see attached job
description).

Volunteers: anyone from the congrega-
tion that has a passion and desire to serve
God in the form of being a Street Pastor or
someone suited to the coordinator role.

Computer equipment and office space.

Help with any of the above would be gratefully
received as Rev Eze believes that the work of
Street Pastors is a poignant and significant
Christian witness to the local communities
where churches are based and that with the
support and prayers of Christians right across
Redbridge this initiative will have the effect that
God desires.

Any questions or queries can be made to Rev
Eze on 07956 156179, Jacqui Kean on 07974
680903 or Hilary Musker on 07773 956 157.

AREA COORDINATOR FOR REDBRIDGE
STREET PASTORS

JOB DESCRIPTION

Redbridge Street Pastors requires an Area
Coordinator to work in its central office. The
successful candidate will enjoy working as part
of a dedicated team, with the added satisfaction
of working for an organisation committed to en-
gaging with people on the streets to listen and
to help.

The job involves a variety of management
duties. These will include the development of
strategies to promote street pastors in the
borough, to speak at presentations on the work
of street pastors, to produce reports for different
agencies (including the council and police) and
to produce newsletters informing the public of
the work of street pastors. In addition the fund-
raising aspects of street pastors would also
need to be managed.

Training will be provided, if necessary to equip
the job-holder with computer skills to enable
them to use the organisation’s computer
system.

Applicants are required to have 2 GCSEs at
grade C or above (or equivalent) including
English Language and preferably some experi-
ence in administration. They should hold a clean
UK driving licence. They should also have good
communication skills and be aware of the
current social issues facing young people.

Salary will start at £18,500 with a holiday entitle-
ment of 25 days per annum. The position is
available on a full-time or job-share basis.

Please write for an application form to: Red-
bridge Street Pastors, All Saints Woodford
Wells, Inmans Row, Woodford Green, Essex,
IG8 ONH or further information contact Jacqui
Kean on 07974 680903.




& 9&&#$ #' #'

2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE Could this be you??

*someone with neat handwriting to write out and arrange delivery from church of
The baptism anniversary cards - sent for 3 years after their service

Time needed ; 15 minutes each month to check cards due, write them out and bring
them to church the week before the due date, ready for delivery, add any new baptisms
to the book - order new cards from Diane when needed

Or this??
Once a year

*Send letters to those who like to give money for flowers in memory of loved ones and
suggest their date and

*keep a record throughout the year when money is given ( some cash mainly
cheques)

*to refund money to those who arrange the flowers and keep their receipts.

*to do the simple account after 31%' December each year and give the record book and
copy of account to the treasurer for the annual audit of the church accounts

Any one interested in either of these important but not time consuming jobs
please see Rosemary Enever
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Can you spare some time one morning each week to come to Morning Prayers ? We start at
9.30am and on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday this is just for just half an hour.

On Wednesdays there are prayers followed by Communion , with the church open until
mid-day with coffee or tea and a chance to chat to those who drop in.

Please note that from February 1st 2009
Sunday Morning Holy Communion will begin at 9am

If you would like to pay for the flowers at a particular time of year, just for this
year, or for the same week every year in memory of a loved one or in celebration
of a birthday or special occasion please place a donation in an envelope with
your message and give it to Rosemary.

August 2nd Ted Adams

August 23rd Angela Norwood

THE FLOWER ROTA
Please fill in your name, showing
when you'd be willing to buy and/or arrange the flowers
for this. (There is money available for your expenses).
Marion would be pleased to have more names on the list.
Thank you.
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