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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH, GT ILFORD 
 

BULLETIN 
WEEK BEGINNING 25th July 2022 

 
This will be the last bulletin until 5th September 2022  

if you need anything please contact Revd Marie or Revd Hayley. 

 

READING:  Ezra 1:3 

Let any of those among you who are of his people—may their God be with them!—go up to 
Jerusalem in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; he is the God who 

is in Jerusalem. 

 

REFLECTION: 

Over the next year we are going to journey through the Bible – building up a picture of the 

amazing story that is found in it, hopefully helping us all to become more aware of the 
promises God made for all people and how these promises have been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. 

 
There will be: 

• a key verse to meditate on; 

• a summary of the book; 

• a few thoughts to reflect on; 

and a prayer to finish. 

 
Ezra and Nehemiah 

Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther cover the last century of Old Testament Jewish history, 

roughly 538-433BC.  Ezra follows on from Chronicles (2 Chronicles 36; 22-23 and Ezra 1:1-3 
are identical (“Let any of those among you who are of his people - may their God be with 

them! - go up to Jerusalem in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; 

he is the God who is in Jerusalem.”, which ended with the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the people being taken into exile into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (587). 

 
Ezra and Nehemiah describe the three stage return:  the main party, who returned with 
Zerubbabel in 538/7;  the party that returned with Ezra 80 years later, in 458 (on the 

traditional dating but debate does continue about the correct date);  and Nehemiah’s 
party in 445.  Esther’s story belongs to the time between the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerusalem and Ezra’s return (Ezra 7.1). 

 
On the wider plane, the Jewish events belong to the time following the overthrow of the 
Babylonian Empire by Cyrus, King of Persia, in 539.  Ezra and Nehemiah span the reigns of 

five Persian Kings. 
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It is not clear who wrote what, or when.  The compiler may have been the Chronicler but it 
seems plain that the personal memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah make up the bulk of the 

books named after them.  

 
In our Bible verse the people of God are encouraged to follow his calling and return to 

Jerusalem and re build the temple.  What does that say to us today – the temple in 
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A?.  Modern Israel was formed on May 14th 1948 when Davis 
Ben-Gurion, the head of the Jewish Agency proclaimed the establishment of the State of 

Israel.  U.S. president Harry S Truman recognised the new nation on the same day. 

 
However for us Christians a new age started when Jesus Christ was born, lived, died and 

rose again at the beginning of the 1st century AD.  Yes, we have some magnificent buildings 
which would upset us if they were destroyed but what Christ created was a church based 

on people.  You and me!  So the calling today is for us to constantly be refreshing, 

renewing and rebuilding ourselves and each other for the glory of God. 

 
All of us have aspects of our personality and life that we need to hand over to God and 

allow him to rebuild.  We need to be made daily more into the likeness of Christ.  Stop 
today and consider where you need God’s help to change and grow.  Speak to him, listen 
and be willing to change. 

 
During the month of August why not keep a journal and in it record your thoughts and 
conversations with God. Add your prayers and desires and at the end of the month read it 

back and be amazed at what God has done in you and for you.  
 
Prayer 

God be in my head and in my understanding 
God be in my eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God be in my heart and in my thinking. 
God be at my end and at my departing. 
Amen 

 
Revd Marie 

 

DATES - JULY 

Take care of yourself and any vulnerable people during this hot weather. 

Tuesday 26th  9.30 am Clergy Meeting 
Wednesday 27th 10.00 am Holy Communion followed by Coffee Shop 

  12.15 pm Luigi’s for lunch 
Thursday 28th  7.30 pm Finance meeting with Asian Congregation – Hall 
Friday 29th  8.00 pm Book Club 
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PRAYERS 
Monday Pray for Vinita and Hermes, Ben and Veronica, Carol, Esme, Sean and Jean.  

Pray for safety for all of us during this heatwave.  Pray for the young and 
vulnerable that they keep safe.  Pray also for the extra demand being put on 

our emergency services.  As we pay the cost of global warming let us ask 
God to show us how to be good stewards in this world. 
Pray for the residents of  Highlands, Lennox and Stanhope Gardens. 

Tuesday Pray for those who are housebound and members of our Church family:  

Iris, Iris, Monica, Jenny, Agnes, Betty and Reg, Dolly. 
Pray for peace in our world and let the streets in our neighbourhood be 

safe.  Pray for the government and all politicians in the world.  Today pray 
God will guide them with the difficult decisions they will have to make. 
Pray for the residents of Sackville and Seymour Gardens. 

Wednesday Pray for Claire, Agnes, Pauline, Violet, Sabina, Carol and Linus. 
Pray for Duncan and the Choir.  Let us give thanks for our readers, 
intercessors and rota organisers. 

 Pray for the Church, PCC, Church Secretaries, Treasurer and 
Churchwardens;  for all those involved in the upkeep of our church 
buildings. 

Pray that all will have a break over the summer and be refreshed to answer 
God’s call for our church in September. 
Pray for the residents of Arlington and Ranelagh Gardens. 

Pray for our Asian congregation and members of the morning congregation 
who live outside the parish 

Thursday Pray for Revd Hayley, Marion, Thelma. 

 Pray for all those who have had to leave their homes and now find 
themselves refugees in other countries.  May all nations offer them places of 
help and safety.  Pray that governments will treat all refugees with 

compassion and respect. 
Pray for the residents of Cowley Road and Vaughan Gardens. 

Friday Pray for the bereaved, and those who have anniversaries at this time. 

Pray for those who have lost loved ones, homes and whose lives have been 
affected by wars, especially the situation between Ukraine and Russia. 
Pray for those who are suffering from mental health issues. 

Pray for the residents of Clarendon Gardens  and Whitfield Court. 
 

NOTICES 
 

• Foodbank:   We continue to give to the Foodbank in 2022.  This week they have asked 

for toiletries but donations of any sort have diminished in the last few months so all 
gifts are gratefully received.  Let us pray that people find ways to continue to be 
generous in their support of the foodbank.  Let us pray that one day these facilities are 

not needed. 
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SERVICES 
Morning Congregation 10.30 am  Asian Congregation 4.00 pm 

 

31st July 

Proper 13   HC (cross) Colossians 3:1-11  Luke 12:13-21 

 

7th August 

Proper 14   HC (Dove) Hebrews11:1-3,8-16  Luke12:32-40  

 

14th August 

Proper 15   HC (cross) Hebrews 11:29-12;2  Luke 12:49-56 

21st August 

Proper 16   HC (family) Hebrews 12:18-end  Luke 13:10-17 

 

28th August  

Proper 17   MW  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1,7-14 
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